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JAPNS 210 "Extensive Reading in Japanese"
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1. To enjoy reading in Japanese and develop reading habits
2. To be able to read without translation tools

3. To be able to choose reading materials appropriate to your interests and language abilities
4. To participate in reading communities and share your reading experience with others
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Circle T (true) or F (false) for each statement based on the article below.

(T / F) More people go out to shop for items to use at home because of COVID-19.
(T / F) Astorein Tokyo is selling more family oriented games and kitchen supplies.
(T / F) Among other things, items for exercising at home are selling well.

(T / F) Containers for cooking noodles in the microwave are popular as well.

(T/ F) Astore clerk says the overall sales of the store are increasing.
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The Extensive Reading Foundation’s Guide to Extensive Reading

Reading at the right level

In order for students to benefit from their Extensive Reading, they should be reading at an appropriate
difficulty level and at a good speed (150-200 words per minute or a little lower for beginning students) with a
major aim of practicing the skill of reading itself.

Reading Intensive Extensive Speed reading
Pain reading reading practice
(too hard, poor (Instructional (fast, fluent, (very fast,
comprehension, level, can adequate fluent, high
high effort, learn new word comprehension, comprehension,
de-motivating) and grammar) enjoyable) natural reading,
90% 98% -IOO% enioycb|e)
Low >
% of known vocabulary
Slow High
Reading speed ) J
Low > High

Comprehension

Research indicates that if the students know about 98% of the words on a page, then they can read it quickly
and with high levels of comprehension. Below 90% (one unknown word in 10) the reading becomes frustrating
and slow requiring a lot of dictionary use and comprehension suffers badly. The reading is at an ‘instructional’
level when the students know between 90% and 98% of the words on a page. At this difficulty level, they will
know enough of the surrounding language that they will have adequate comprehension but will still need to
look up many words if they wish to understand the text better. If the students know 98% or more of the words,
then they are in the extensive reading ‘sweet spot’ and can read quickly enough because there isn’t so much
unknown language slowing them down and so they can read enjoyably. If the students know everything, or
almost everything, on the page, they can then read it very quickly and can use it to build reading speed and

www.erfoundation.org
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